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Mr. Duane Kenneth Mueller 
 Mr. Duane Kenneth Mueller, 86, of Bartlesville, died at 6:30 P.M. on Tuesday,

March 31, 2015 at the Jane Phillips Medical Center. 
 Duane Kenneth Mueller was born to William and Anna Mueller on November

28, 1928, in Stafford, Kansas. He was the eighth of twelve children and grew
up on a large wheat farm in Hamilton County, KS helping his brothers and
sisters on the farm. The Great Depression and The Dust Bowl were a part of
his childhood and he shared memories about those difficult years with his
children. He grew up and became a gifted football player, gaining the
nickname of “Stud” for his strong style of play. He was recruited and talked to
about attending KU on a football scholarship but turned them down in order to
“attend Bible college to find a wife.” He was successful in that endeavor,
meeting Cara Lee Cunningham at Colorado Springs Bible College and they
married on May 28, 1952, and honeymooned in many of the National Parks in
the Western states. 
Duane completed a Bachelor’s Degree in theology at the Bible College along
with a BA from Friend’s University in Wichita, and eventually added a Master
of Arts from Colorado College. The Bible College moved to Bartlesville, OK in
1959, leaving behind the clear cool air of the Rocky Mountains for the humid
hot air of Oklahoma, which Cara Lee put up with for the rest of her life. Duane
was a teacher, principal of the HS Academy and the business manager of
what became Oklahoma Wesleyan University, though it was known as Central



Pilgrim College at the time of the move. 
He began to build homes in his ‘spare time’ and eventually opened a realty
office during the 1960’s. Over the years he built hundreds of homes, several
apartment buildings, schools, churches and office buildings in the Bartlesville
and Tulsa area. He constructed the Dining Common’s on the OWU campus,
the initial and present First Wesleyan Church Sanctuary buildings, the original
Wesleyan Christian School, an addition at Wayside School and many other
commercial structures all around Bartlesville. 
He was very successful in both building and developing properties and had a
number of partners and friends in this endeavor, including his brother and
partner Don Mueller, as well as Terrell Taylor and Gerald Coast. He continued
building into his 80’s and always wanted to have “one last deal” going even
when it became beyond his physical capabilities to do so. He was an
incredibly hard worker, loved spending many hours driving his construction
tractor daily, and taught hundreds of men and women the value of hard work
over the many years he was in the building and real estate business. He was
president of the Bartlesville Home Builders on two separate occasions and
was well respected by his peers for his business dealings and ethics. 

 Both Cara Lee and he thought that he might be able to be more successful
financially in doing construction and real estate work, which would enable him
to contribute to the church and growth of God’s kingdom to a higher degree.
He was able to make many significant financial donations to church and
missions work over the years. Cara Lee and he also went on a number of
mission trips over these years, including many trips to Haiti to do construction
and missions work as well as to Sierra Leone, West Africa and to numerous
local missions building trips in the United States as well. He served on the
Board of Trustee’s for OWU for many years, achieving Trustee Emeritus
status by the end of his many terms on that board. He was extremely active in
the local First Wesleyan Church, serving on the Church Board, teaching
Sunday school classes along with Cara Lee, and mentoring and hosting
young families and college students at countless meals and social functions



over the years. 
 In time they had four children: Melody, David, Kevan and Carole. Shawn was

adopted in 1977 and completed the family of five children. Numerous
grandchildren and eventually great-grandchildren added the family over the
years as the circle expanded. They also were foster parents to nearly forty
foster children over the years and made a great difference in the lives of many
of the children they took into their home. Family dinners were a special time
on Sunday’s and holidays, and we children were there to hear him compliment
“Mama’s cooking” as Cara Lee was an amazing cook and made wonderful
breads, pies and food items which were all too quickly consumed. They
invited many people into their home for meals and fellowship, and it was
common to have people from all walks of life at the table for a meal and time
for visitation, laughter and good food. 

 Upon Cara Lee’s sudden death on October 7, 2008, Duane was on his own
and didn’t enjoy being in the big house by himself in the least. He struck up a
friendship with Peggy Cauthen and they were married from 2010-2012 and
enjoyed companionship together as well as a number of car trips together to
see family members. She remained close friends with him and the family and
spent many hours with him during this final hospital stay, providing comfort
and assistance to both Duane and his children, for which we are thankful. 

 Duane will be remembered fondly by so many for his gentle caring nature and
the ability to get a lot more out of people than they expected they could do. He
was a true “servant leader” to all who worked with him and watched him live
his life. He wouldn’t ask a person to do anything he wasn’t willing to do as
well. As one of his friends said, “He wasn’t yelling around telling you how to
dig that ditch, he was down in it with you working along by your side.” 
He’ll also be fondly remembered for the marathon Rook games that he loved
to participate in at any and every opportunity. In recent years he loved to
spend an afternoon playing Rook with John Snook, Ron Hay and Carl
Brecheisen. They would play for hours and always celebrated with one or



more root beer floats whether they won or lost. He was a strong, often
reckless bidder, but he won far more hands than he lost and loved the
competition, conversation and fun involved no matter who was playing. Many
of you reading this will remember those Rook games and smile as you recall
those fun moments. 

 He is survived by four of his brothers; Chet, Bil, Don and Calvin; and by one
sister, Violet Jones. His five children also live, Melody Hughes, Dave Mueller,
Kevan Mueller and Carole McIntire all of Bartlesville, and Shawn Mueller of
Mansfield, Texas. He also has sixteen grandchildren and eleven great
grandchildren living at this time to help carry on his legacy of faith in God and
his tradition of hard work at whatever task lies at hand. 

 Duane had a deep love of God’s Word. He meditated on it daily and
memorized passages of scripture and encouraged others to do so as well. He
loved to hear his grandchildren quote scriptures they had committed to
memory at every opportunity. He was a powerful example to others of how to
show love without conditions. He showed us without compromise by word and
deed how to be generous, gracious and to “love the Lord your God with all of
your heart.” And finally and repeatedly, from an early age, he taught all of his
children and their children never to Criticize, Condemn or Complain! 

 In lieu of flowers the family requests memorial donations to Oklahoma
Wesleyan University, 2201 S.E. Silver Lake Road, Bartlesville, Oklahoma,
74006 or First Wesleyan Church, 1776 S.E. Silver Lake road, Bartlesville,
Oklahoma, 74006 

 Funeral services for Mr. Mueller will be held at 10 A.M. on Saturday, April 4,
2015 at the First Wesleyan Church with Pastor Joe Colaw officiating.
Interment will be in the Memorial Park Cemetery directed by the Stumpff
Funeral Home & Crematory. 

 Casket escorts will include Tim Hughes, Mike Hughes, Chris Mueller, Jon
Mueller, Andy Mueller, Tucker McIntire, Michael Mueller and Zane Mueller. 

 The Mueller family will receive guests for visitation at the Stumpff Funeral
Home on Friday evening from 6 P.M. until 8 P.M. 
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Sharon Kennedy - April 04, 2015 at 12:00 AM

My condolences to all. What 
a legacy and what a heritage! 
 
Much love and fond memories, 
Sharon Kennedy

Clarence and Anita Messenger - April 04, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Our family has many wonderful memories in the 70's of Duane as
Clarence's boss at work and our brother at church. Our prayers are
with the family and our praise is lifted up to heaven to Jesus as He
is holding brother Duane in His loving arms...

Carlton and Marily McKay - April 04, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Duane was the "real deal". What a man in every way but what an
example of a man of God. Heaven grows richer, while earth grows
poorer.
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Paula Kay Steeper - April 04, 2015 at 12:00 AM

His obituary was such a great tribute to a fine man. He was faithful
to God and God was faithful to him. . .he's enjoying his heavenly
home and being with those loved ones who went before him. God's
blessings to his family and friends.

Suzanne Harlan - April 03, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Words do an injustice in explaining how much I will miss Duane. 
 
He will remain very alive in my memories and admiration. 

  
Condolences to your entire families.

Jon and Sandi Elsberry - April 03, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Duane and Carolee were so good and kind to the BWC college
students when we were in Bartlesville. Many great memories of
them. 
 
Our prayers for Melody, Dave, Kevan and Carole as you walk
through this human loss.

tim whitson - April 03, 2015 at 12:00 AM

I have worked around Duane and Kevin since I was 15, Duane
always had an answer for whether it was about god or the nod.. He
will be greatly missed but I'm sure Kevan will carry on in his name.
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Glen & Karen Smith - April 03, 2015 at 12:00 AM

We were sorry to hear of Mr. Mueller's death and know this is a big
loss for many, especially the Mueller family. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you as you mourn this great loss. 

  
Indeed, we smiled a lot in reading about his life. We knew him in his
older age and were totally unaware of all that he did prior to
building! What a hard worker he was! What a legacy he has left
behind! 

  
And we are in awe of the spiritual heritage he left in his wake as
well. All were blessed who were able to spend even a little time with
him. 

  
We were always welcome in his home as friends of Kevan's and we
just knew that if we ever needed a place to stay, the Mueller door
was always open. 
 
We thank God for his life and thank God for the legacy he & Cara
left behind.

Barbara Moberly - April 03, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Duane and Cara Lee were real examples of letting their light shine
before others! What tremendous contributions in so many areas
they made to the growth of First Wesleyan and the kingdom of God!

ron and helen mcelfresh - April 03, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Wilma's sister 
 May you feel the presence of God and the angels during this time of

loss. 
 Praying for you
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Paul Swauger Jr - April 03, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Leslie - May God encourage you and your family with the joy of the
Lord as you celebrate the Hope your grandfather is now
experiencing!

Beth ann Mueller - April 03, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Duane is leaving a heritage for us to pick up and carry on. His life
still lives as an example for all of us. He desired to live his life as an
example of Jesus. The best gift we could give Duane is living our
life as an example of Jesus...and memorizing Jesus words in our
heart. "therefore being justified by faith we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ by whom also we have access into
this grace wherein we stand and rejoice in hope of the glory of
God." Romans 5:1-2

Beverly Hubbard Hoge - April 02, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Thanking God for your Dad's legacy of OKWU and FWC that
continue to bless my life. Heaven is going to be amazing with all of
our loved ones who have gone before. Praying that God will comfort
your hearts with precious memories.

Elaine Banes - April 02, 2015 at 12:00 AM

My thoughts and prayers are with all of you during this time. Love,
Elaine.
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Jim and Vangie Lindner - April 02, 2015 at 12:00 AM

condolences and many precious memories

Darryl & Faith Wootton - April 02, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Dear Muellers, 
  

Our prayers are with you during this time of loss. Duane was a great
man of God who impacted Bartlesville more than he realized. May
the God of comfort surround you! 

  
Love in Christ, 

 Pastor Darryl & Faith Wootton 
 Spirit Church

Nate Rovenstine - April 02, 2015 at 12:00 AM

I was one of those who dug ditches with, not for Duane. He almost
ran me over with a tractor, let me drive a truck that the tire literally
fell off of while driving. The truck came to a halt right in front of a
mechanic shop. I called him, and he said, "tell them to fix it, and I
will come pick you up" He was cool, calm, and collected even when
I messed up. (which was often) I could go on and on, but in short,
he influenced my life at a deep level, and has given me many
sermon illustrations. I value and the influence that Duane and all his
family has had in my life

Bob and Susan Buck - April 02, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Thank you Uncle Duane for making a difference and living a life of
purpose. We love you. Bob, Susan, Lori, Adam and Robby
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Ruth Brant - April 02, 2015 at 12:00 AM

What a wonderful legacy to pass on. The angels and those who
have gone before must be rejoicing!! 

  
Prayers for each of you.


