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Andrew ‘Andy’ Edward Skeen was born on August 16, 1921 to Andrew and
Mary Elsie Skeen of La Harpe, Kansas. One of the first things Edward
remembers as a small child was moving from Kansas to Alikchi, Oklahoma.
They traveled in a 1921 or 1923 model T Ford touring car with side curtains. It
was during his time in Alikchi that he lost his sister, Fairy Delight. By this time
the family included Virginia, Dorothy and Robert. Edward didn’t remember
much about the trip when they moved back to the country south of Gas City,
Kansas. However, he did remember his dad buying a new 1925 Model T Ford
touring car. In the fall of 1927, Edward was six years old but was not allowed
to go to school because he was too small to walk the three miles to school.
The next year he attended school with his sister, Virginia, after the family
moved closer to town. The following year the Skeen family moved to La
Harpe, Kansas where Edward and Virginia completed their education and
graduated with the Senior Class of 1940. 

 By the time Edward and Virginia completed their schooling, the Skeen family
included Wayne, Harold, Helen, Evelyn, Vernon and Mary Alice. 

 One of Edward’s favorite memories was of Christmas time. In his own words:
“We always had fun at Christmas time, as crowded as we were, we would go
to the timber west of the house. Sometimes we would get a small cedar tree



or a locus tree about three feet high. We would make our own decorations,
like taking a tablet of paper and color between the lines, red, green and other
colors for Christmas and cut the stripes out and paste the ends together and
make a paper chain. We put pop corn on the thorns. We decorated it
somehow and we had a tree.” 

 One of the high lights was his 12th birthday present. He described that
birthday as follows: “On my 12th birthday the folks got me a .22 Springfield
bolt action rifle. A single shot. 

 Believe you me; I put a lot of rabbits and squirrels on the table during the
depression. I had that gun from 1933 till 1986 when it was stolen from our
home.” 

 His sophomore year was a special year for him. He wrote: “My sophomore
year in high school I purchased a 1929 Nash Lafayette Convertible coup just
before school started so I could drive to school. That was my first car. I
trapped for skunks, civet cats, possums and so on to sell their pelts to make
money during the winter months to help pay Virginia and my way thru high
school. I paid .09 cents for gasoline.” 

 He worked his summer months between grades in high school for Ronald
Butler at Iola, Kansas. At that time Mr. Butler was considered the wheat king
of Allen County. Edward worked three summers for him. After graduation he
worked thru the wheat harvest and then went to Wichita, Kansas to try to find
a job with better pay and easier work. Before he left he bought his mother a
new Maytag washing machine that had a 2 cycle gasoline engine. 

 He found employment in a broom warehouse and then worked at the Lincoln
and Persian Rug Company with his Uncle Marion. He worked there until he
was drafted into the service during World War II. 

 Edward was to report for active service in the Army in July, 1942. One evening
in June, 1942, he went to the Church of God (Holiness) in Wichita, KS. He
met a beautiful young woman named Estalene Jorgensen. Many times
throughout his life, Edward would recall that it was love at first sight for him.
Estalene was teaching at a school in Valley Center, Kansas and had come to



Wichita to get a job for the summer. She was working for the Bemis Bag
Company where she became acquainted with Virginia Skeen. Estalene
blushingly recalls she had made up her mind to marry Virginia’s older brother
before she ever met him because she was tired of working. 

 Most of their courtship was done by correspondence since Edward was on the
Army base at Camp Crowder in Neosho, Missouri. He proposed to her while
they were riding on the train from Fall River, Kansas to Wichita. They were
married on August 27, 1944 in the post chapel No. 2601 at Camp Crowder. At
the time of their marriage Edward was the chief clerk of the Camp Crowder
Military Police and Prison Office. 

 Edward served in the U.S. Army from July, 1942 and was honorably
discharged in February 1946. He served 42 months during World War II. 

 After his discharge from the Army, he, along with Estalene and their new baby,
Ralph Edward, born August 8, 1945, moved to Wichita, KS and then to
Stillwater, OK to attend Oklahoma State University. In January, 1948 he
moved to the Bartlesville area and began employment with the Phillips
Petroleum Co. in the Research and Development department on March, 1948.
He worked there until his retirement in 1985 after 37 ½ years. 

 On April 12, 1948, he and Estalene welcomed a daughter, Joyce Elaine, into
the family. 

 A little over five years later, on December 10, 1953, Jan Renee joined the
family. Edward was a devoted father. Many times he wanted to go fishing but
felt he shouldn’t take the money and use it to get bait because times were
hard and he didn’t want to deprive the family. He would not buy clothing he
needed because his family came first. 

 Edward was a member of the Church of God (Holiness) in Dewey, OK. He
was a man of deep faith, integrity and principle. He loved his God, his family
and his friends. His relationship with God was important. He gave his heart to
Jesus as a young man and stayed devoted to His Cause for the rest of his life.
Faithful church attendance was important to him. He believed not only in



attending church faithfully, but he supported the church with his money, time
and talents. He served the church in various capacities. Last Christmas his
children gave him a dvd/cd player. One of his first requests was a copy of the
Bible on DVD. 

 Shortly after his retirement, he became a volunteer for the Voices of the
Martyrs located in Bartlesville. He loved his time with them and gave 22 years
of service. 

 Edward and Estalene loved to travel and for their retirement gift for each
other, they took a trip to Israel, Jordan and Egypt. For their 55th wedding
anniversary they took their children and his sister-in-law, Merilyn, to Colorado
for a week. That was a wonderful time. 

 Edward loved his two sons-in-law and daughter -in-law. He treated them as
equals to his children. 

 He leaves behind his wife, Estalene, of more than 67 years; one son and
daughter-in-law, Ralph and Cynthia Skeen of Reed Springs, MO; two
daughters and sons-in-law, Joyce and Glenn McClure of Overland Park, KS;
Renee and Nathan Wright of Overland Park, KS. He also leaves behind his
grandchildren: James and Paul Jump, Angela Cade, Melody Darnell, Veronica
Ramirez, Melinda Dabney and Alan Gomez as well as four great-grand
children: Priscilla, Andrianna, Kevin and Destiney. He is survived by 4
brothers: Wayne of Overland Park, KS; Robert of Wichita, KS; Harold of Rock-
a-way Beach, MO, Vernon of Ozark, AL, and three 

 sisters: Dorothy Adams of Wichita, KS; Evelyn McCollom of Glendale, AZ and
Mary Richardson of Wichita, KS; three brothers-in-law: Chuck Harris of
Wichita; Russell McCollom of Glendale, AZ and Forrest Jorgensen of
Chickasha, OK. Three sisters-in-law: Lucille of Overland Park, KS; Pat of
Ozark, AL and Merilyn of Versailles, MO. He leaves behind a host of nieces
and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents, Andrew and Mary
Elsie Skeen; three sisters, Fairy Delight, Virginia Morrison and Helen Harris. 
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October 23, 2023 at 04:40 AM

Andrew Edward Skeen

October 06, 2023 at 03:15 PM

Andrew Edward Skeen

Gary and Kathy Daniels - May 07, 2012 at 12:00 AM

You will always be remembered as a true man of God. The Skeens
from Dewey were good friends to my parents and our family.

Gail Elsey - May 05, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Bro. Skeen was a godly man, a good friend, and a gentle
gentleman. We appreciated both Bro. & Sis Skeen, so much, during
our years of ministry at Dewey,OK. Sis. Skeen, you are an
incredible lady, and our prayers are with you and your family during
this time.

Steve Elsey - May 05, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Bro Skeen was a special man. A man of honor, integrity and grace.
It was a honor to be his friend and he will be greatly missed. Our
prayers are with the family during this time but by his lifestyle and
testimony he left us a forwarding address and we intend to see him
again someday.
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Michael & Orilla (Murray) Crider & family - May 05, 2012 at 12:00 AM

We are sorry for your loss but his loss is Heaven's gain. One more
saint has been it safely to the other side. 

  
 
 
Our love and prayer go out to the family. Bro. & Sis. McClure mean
the world to me (Orilla) and we are thinking and praying for you
during this time.

May 05, 2012 at 12:00 AM

A sympathy card has been sent to a friend or relative of Andrew
Edward Skeen.

William Cook - May 05, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Our prayers and sympathy goes out to the Skeen family today. The
obituary gave beautiful evidence of a life lived to God's glory. 

  
 
 
Our Love, 

  
William and Marla Cook

Paul & Shelli Pruett - May 05, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Although I did not know Bro. Skeen well. I appreciated his
friendliness and caring manner when he would come in the Herald
and Banner to visit Joyce when I worked there. Our prayers are with
the family during this time of loss.
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Ray & Sharon Mauck - May 04, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Sister Skeen, and family, 
  

 
 
Ray and I thought so much of Bro Skeen. We remember the
wonderful times of fellowship we had when we were in the Dewey
church wither it was with Missions or Bible school services. He was
a real jewel in God's Kingdom. His homegoing makes Heaven have
a greater pull for all of us left behind. May God comfort your hearts
at this lonely time.

Steve and Lynn Austin - May 04, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Wishing you all comfort from our Lord at this time.

Wayne & Mary Lou Sams - May 04, 2012 at 12:00 AM

One interesting thing that may be said about the 10 spies that
brought back the negative report from their journey - they knew the
difference between big men and little men and they knew they had
seen the big ones. Far more than his physical stature, Ed Skeen
was a spiritual giant in the land. As one who occupied his church's
parsonage during an attempt at growing up, I spent an
immeasurable amount of time in his home and ate more meals at
the Skeen's table that can be counted. He cast a large and
comforting shadow. I treasure the memories. I love his family.
Praying for all of you. Wayne





CS

AS

SH

TC

May 04, 2012 at 12:00 AM

A sympathy card has been sent to the family of Andrew Edward
Skeen c/o Stumpff Funeral Home & Crematory funeral home.

Christina Shamblin - May 04, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Uncle Edward was a gentle, compassionate and humble man that
was a true example of the love of God. Just being in his presence
was a joy. The world will greatly miss him. He left a remarkable but
quiet mark. I thank the Lord that he gave my family the gift of this
man of God.

Aaron, Alyssa, Alexis, & AnDrew Skeen - May 04, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Uncle Ed will be missed. The few times I was able to attend church
with him in Dewey will always be in my memory.

Staff at Stumpff Funeral Home - May 03, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Our most sincere condolences for the loss of Andrew. We light a
candle in honor of your legacy that still burns in the heart of many.

Terry and Gwen Chance - May 03, 2012 at 12:00 AM

We always enjoyed seeing the Skeens when we visited the Dewey
church. They were such shining examples of living out their faith in
every day life.
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Sandra Stanbery - May 03, 2012 at 12:00 AM

So sorry to hear of the loss of your father, but it helps to know when
they are ready to go. My sympaathy to Renee and Joyce especially.

Ruby Mays Rice - May 03, 2012 at 12:00 AM

I enjoyed reading Bro. Skeen's obituary. I thought highly of this man
because he was truly a man of God, a faithful servant of the Lord
and faithful to his church. May the Lord bring comfort, peace, and
strength to each family member.

Gordon & Nancy Snider - May 03, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Your family is in our thoughts and prayers as you mourn the passing
of your husband,father and grandfather. May God's peace and
comfort carry you through these hard days.

Glenna Thompson - May 03, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Brother Skeen was a wonderful man of God and one of those
people you think " I am glad I did not miss knowing him".

Tom Skeen - May 03, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Uncle Ed was such a sweet and kind man. Much like his father a
good man. Our prayers go out to all of you as I know he will be
sorely missed. But heaven rejoices in his presence.
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Richard & Carol Sumpter - May 03, 2012 at 12:00 AM

We are so sorry for your loss. Ed was so very enjoyable to be
around....loved his stories and his beautiful character. Heaven is
richer now.


