Ronnie Neal
December 12, 1963 - July 27, 2021

Ronnie “Joe” Neal was born on December 12, 1963, and according to his brothers, he
was an instant momma’s boy and caretaker. He spent his childhood in Bartlesville,
Oklahoma riding bikes with his brothers on the motorcycle trails and around town. They
worked the newspaper routes and got really good at traveling through the snow and ice
and saving money for the pinball machines. They eventually traded bicycles for
motorcycles. Joe is still known as the guy who pulled the clutch in, throttled, and dumped
the clutch and had a motorcycle take off without him, leaving him on the ground. The
laughs and memories continued through Little League and family baseball games.
Joe traded his ‘67 Camaro for a family car when his first child, Samantha, was born. He
cried tears of joy and was 100% invested in the life as a dad. A perfect trio was formed
when his son, Brandon was born next. It wasn’t long before he was showing them the love
of cars, camping and long drives listening to “Classic Rock” and old country.
In 1999, he followed his children to Grove. He took over a photography business where he
established “Neal Studio,” he got to use his Associates Degree in Art and Graphic design,
explore his artistic abilities and he “captured many hearts.”
After leaving Grove, he joined his brother, Danny, in the plumbing business. This struck
the chord for working on buildings which gave him the opportunity to learn and become
naturally skilled at rural construction and woodworking. He remodeled his metal home
several times for creativity and enjoyment. In addition to remodeling his home, he spent
time investing in old cars and restoring them. His nephew knew when Uncle Joe brought
in a new car that he would be playing mosaic puzzles with him for the next few hours until
his car lot got situated.
He spent the last five years of his life fulfilling the role as the “best” papa ever and
antagonist to his son-in-law, Josiah. His granddaughter, Raegan, enjoyed drawing,
painting, and long walks sitting on Papa’s shoulders. They would often cuddle and watch
TV together. His grandsons, William (Will) and Gideon (Gid) enjoyed building Hot Wheels
tracks and going to car shows with their papa.
Joe loved staying close to family and friends because he desired taking care of others. He
was easy to talk to and hang out with. He loved making up his own rules to game nights

and to life. He told his daughter once, “You can always make more money, you can’t make
more time.”
Ronnie Joe Neal joined his mother, father and siblings in Heaven on Tuesday, July 27,
2021. He was predeceased by his Father, Doy Neal, his mother, Reva Smith, his older
brother, Danny Neal, his little sister, Connie Neal and joined the gates with stepfather,
Dennis Smith.
He is lovingly remembered as the “best brother,” by Donnie Neal and his wife Donna Neal.
He will always be remembered as the best father by Samantha Davis, her husband Josiah
Davis, and Brandon Neal; the best papa to Raegan Neal, William Davis, and Gideon
Davis; the best Uncle Joe to many nieces and nephews; and best friend to all who knew
him.
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Comments

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Ronnie Neal.

August 06, 2021 at 11:44 AM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Ronnie Neal.

August 05, 2021 at 05:33 PM

“

Joe was the sweetest guy ! He was an amazing artist and drew my senior picture
back when we were in high school. He presented me this framed picture at our 30th
high school reunion. Great photographer, he took our class picture at the reunions.
He will be truly missed!

shawn shea - August 04, 2021 at 06:20 PM

“

Joe was an amazing friend. I will treasure all the memories. He is loved and and missed by
missed by all.
Christy Schmoll-Wiggins - August 05, 2021 at 06:46 AM

“

Joe was an amazing person and had the best laugh ! When his brother Donnie was
quite ill and had to have his head shaved for surgery Joe sat in a chair in front of a
bunch of people and had his shaved too ! That’s pure unconditional love ! God speed
Joe , you will be missed !

Patti Holder - August 04, 2021 at 05:52 PM

